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tion with Parma, and would in ail probability have captured
some fifteen vessels and forced the rest to their doom on the
Zealand banks but for a sudden squall and a providential change
in the wind. As it was, with severe casualties, their ships badly
injured by gunfire., and short of water and stores, they fled north
before the wind and tried to make Spain by sailing round the
north of Scotland and the west of Ireland. Many were wrecked;
most of the men who escaped drowning, slaughtered. Scarcely
half of the great Armada ever got back to Spain. Not a cock-boat
of the English had been taken.

Meanwhile, Burghley, Walsingham, and others ashore had
been working incessantly, casting estimates and accounts*
-making an inelastic exchequer suddenly stretch to inordin-
ate lengths, handling the correspondence of the fleet and land
forces, arranging for supplies, transmitting orders everywhere.
Considering the resources of the Crown, the unprecedented
size of the fleet, and the expenditure of powder beyond all pos-
sible anticipation, the results are worthy of admiration, not
blame. Shortcomings there were, at which passionate warriors
and statesmen groaned; but no other country could have met
such a crisis with anything like the same vigour, resource, and
efficiency.

As the Armada approached the English shores, Elizabeth had
thrown aside all hesitation and thoughts of peace, and had risen
on the tide of popular enthusiasm to heights of true greatness.
Burghley's son, Robert, wrote of the fine spirit she displayed
when the news arrived that the fleets had just met: clt is com-
fort/ he declared, *to see how great magnanimity her Majesty
shows, who is not a whit dismayed/ She spoke such words to
Leicester that he spared not to blaze them abroad as a comfort
to all. Two special armies had been formed, one at St James's to
guard the Queen's person, the other at Tilbury to resist an ad-
vance if the enemy landed. elt was a pleasant sight to behold the
soldiers as they marched towards Tilbury, their cheerful coun-
tenances, courageous words and gestures, dancing and leaping
wheresoever they came/ A Dorset regiment is said to have
-offered five hundred pounds to be allowed to form part of the